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the support and sympathy of powerful persons to have
flouted the three great Powers as they did. Instead of
complying, King Constantine made strenuous efforts for a
fresh campaign.

This final adventure began with a most extraordinary
episode. It was well known that the Greeks were making
extensive military preparations, but it was generally assumed
that these were directed against Anatolia. At the end of
July, however, it was suddenly revealed that the Greeks
had collected 25,000 men at Rodosto for the purpose of
seizing Constantinople by a coup de main. As this act
would inevitably have brought on a general war Britain
opposed it and moved her fleet. The authors of this hare-
brained scheme had to fall back on their alternative project
of a renewed attempt on Anatolia. Mr. Lloyd George (that
" great but eccentric genius/' to use Mr. Montagu's words)
a few days after the Rodosto affair passed a eulogium in the
House of Commons (4th August, 1922) on the prowess of
the Greeks, extolling in particular the marvellous strategy
displayed in the previous campaign, and championing their
rights to Asia Minor and Eastern Thrace. This dithyramb
was meant to herald a Greek triumph, but an elegy would
have been more appropriate, for, within four weeks of its
utterance, the Greek forces were " scattered and strewn/1

The rout of the Greeks, on and after 26th August, was so
complete that the escape of any part of their army from
Smyrna was due to the protection of the Foreign squadrons.
This disaster ended the brief reign of the restored Constantine.
The Army which he had promised to lead to victory
revolted and turned upon him. For a second time he
abdicated and passed into exile, this time finally. Mean-
time the Angoran forces were pressing on in every direction.
The occupation of Smyrna was complete, and an end was
put to all the projects for its disposal on its final reversion
not by diplomacy, but by force of arms, to Turkey. But
Mustapha KemaTs victorious troops were also pressing on
to the Straits and the Sea of Marmora. A small British
force was in Constantinople with other troops, a smaller
body of British troops was at Chanak on the Asiatic shore